
VANCOUVER COMMUNITY RESIDENT CARE
Withdrawing Neuroleptics Algorithm

Resident receiving regularly-
scheduled antipsychotic (Haloperidol, 
Loxapine, Olanzapine, Quetiapine, or 
Risperidone) and behaviour or target 
symptoms have been stabilized for 6 

months.

Is resident being 
followed by a 
Psychiatrist?

Psychiatrist to 
manage 

antipsychotic 
medications

Begin 5-day 
behaviour log

Evidence
of unacceptable 

behaviour or 
symptoms of 
neuroleptic 
withdrawal?

Behaviour or target symptoms are to be stabilized for 6 months before attempting 
medication withdrawal.

All dosage changes will be documented in the Progress Notes.

Have MD or 
Pharmacist assess 
antipsychotic dose

Which drug 
is resident 
receiving?

Prescriber to 
reduce total 

daily dose by 
2.5 mg

Prescriber to 
reduce total 

daily dose by 
12.5 mg

Prescriber to 
reduce total 

daily dose by 
1.25 mg

Prescriber to 
reduce total 

daily dose by 
0.25 mg

Chart in 
Progress 

Notes

YES

NO

YES

Risperidone

Olanzapine

Quetiapine

Loxapine

Review in 2-4 weeks

Review in 2-4 weeks)

Date:  19MAR2009
Chart start:  Resident receiving regularly scheduled neuroleptic
Chart end:  Resident not receiving regularly scheduled neuroleptic
Drawn by:  Jo Chang

Review in 2-4 weeks

Review in 2-4 weeks

Prescriber to 
reduce total 

daily dose by 
0.25 mg

Haloperidol

Review in 2-4 weeks
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